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Llack Children In Anerican Cla 155TOGMS

The pf@ abil ity that black ,children exceed their white counterparts

in sensorimotor devel@gmeﬂc,’__very early in 1i£€:; has surfaced in child ;
devalgpﬂaﬁt circles gn isolated occasions...Knowl&dge.of earlyl and advanced
sensorimotor develr:pmeﬁf among black neonates has been with us fm.sgmajme,
The ncztmn has néver generated a level of concern strcmcr enaugh to withstand
the cnslauaht Ef dls’beli vers--or the backlash of those who beliavé that

\ g
. ,f’ , , 2 o )
the revers /e is ti‘ueg Why this is true is the larger problem area worthy

Qf ma:ng"fm-ther investigations by usear«:herg. E:«‘:icrl@giéal questions

rel;gted tc: the Early and advanced 53§D1'matar status Gf black Ehlldren

.Wever, Wlll not be addressed at tlds time, The occasional 153&&::11

/

/" projects and clinical observations detailing differentiated sensarimatcij

;:/ development. among black neonates, have never been c:eiiected 111‘
7 y - d s '
- writing. Evidence . supporting the notion of*advanced sensarmcstar develczprrant
N in black children, will be presented heré- " Thus, this ‘paper will bm;,
Y tagether these praj ects aﬁd obser\fatmns the current use af medlzatmn
;D for sensarmctcr management in SChGDlS, the ‘so called ""third ﬁfade syndrarr-n"
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and o few suggested avenues for educational policy decision-making with

their implications.

a desirablé flow of development which is Suggasted by

¥

There 1
presenting these ideas in this pattern. I propose a parenting and sibling

style of active interaction which will extend to a grawinﬁ child's
plavm es and peer EﬂDlC%EnEtlafk Thlg model of ictlve inter aéntien;
needs support from classroom tea@herS; and they in turn need bg:kupafram
a formalized,educatianai-gélicy; As a‘fesﬁlt of this’model, gajor écgniﬁivea'

gains will tend to accrue at an increasing rate for low income black:

. children when implemented.

Iﬂ.my viéw there are three 51c Teasons why,thls chcapt has not
received aEt1VE attenti . “Gne, of course, }5 that many SE%??tiStS in
human growth and development are reluctant to discuss differéntiatéd
characteristics of humans which might be attributed to genetic transférence;’
The research in Nazi Gerﬁanx to prove Jewish inféficfity{ and our own

deliberate misman-cgement of intelligence testing dufiﬁg the 1920's to keep®

N

T EEF TN ITmigrant groups ﬂﬁff Set the boundaries faf7manyﬁbitter"ﬁéﬁériéséﬂ
has served to further darken this domain. These reacﬁlcns were Qf course
understandabl& since Dne of the notions put forth by Jensen (1969) sugﬁested

= ;*

that hlazL children have lower I.Q. scores because they are genetlzally

inferior to white children. - : S ‘;f

]
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The seccond reason is wuch more subtle and will naturally- be et
with some strong well placed denials. 7The basic sesearcn which discovered
" the differentizted development between Furopean and Black infants was

done in the 1950's b} a woman, Dr. Marcelle Geber. The Geber hyp thesis

was suppo ed'by similar research in thé 1960 s by Dr. Mary D. Ainsworth,

another wam;ni At ‘that time the sclentlflé‘zammunlty in gereral withheld

total approval from women in science. Th;srgénﬂi i 1 regard varied
,Dmewhatl That s, female scientists werc viewed with fower reservations
if tney selected parantlna, childhood or infancy as major research
interests.

The thiid reason is one that seems to fiﬁﬂ itsiway into the very
fabric of everything we do in this country--racism. By now,* even the
general public is aware of thg’éxtent to whiéh_this Efﬁaiﬁg Tealitf
dgmingzes our daily lives. Its devastatlng consequences need no more
reiﬁféréement in this writing. ’

SD, the gaal of thls pa'Jr is to interblend Selected researchx-

—

"Jiterature concerned w1th early and advanced sensarlmﬁtar dEVﬂiDpﬁEﬂgw
-in black children, and the institutional management of their natural
precocity, to enable the implementati@h:§f~"ratianal" educational policy
decisions: The fiist section will briefly review selected literature
of sensorimotor development in black children. The'SECDﬁﬂ section will

concern itself with the current use of medication for sensorimotor - -

&
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) management of s selected black childrén in cducational “institutions.
" Finally, thc'last section will dis&usg*the so called '""third grade Syndrcme"{'
and 5pé¢1£12 1M@11CdtLQH5 of gelﬁcted Lnawl&dﬂ¢ acqulsltlan pgtterns of
lack children. HapejullyS this w111 set the stage fn* educatlcnll pallzyrz
dl%cu551ﬁn5 ard furt er research which reflect the sensarlmatﬂr needs Df

a 1la ga nunber: of blazk chljdren

Tarly and Advanced Sensorimotor Development .

ﬂist@riﬁall§; Gggerfs {1960) first reports of advanced development
in African neonates wef% frpm her observaticns of mothefs and their
babies in rural commumities. A.majﬂr aSPeCt QE her d;szcvery pa;nted
out a parenting stylevgf socially act%Ya-;ntlmazy. For a perlad af

approximately 36 months this interaction seemed to promote a sensorimotor

-

dev elapment superlor to §imilar develapment in European 1nfants.
.+.clinical observations af Afflaan chlldren in the first
year Df life had already shown that the accepted "milestanés"i

_of devela ment-raising the head, 5;tt1ﬂg§ stand;ng, walking,

and.ga on--were passed at an earlier agé than in Eu:apean
children. (Géber, 1960, p. 1216).
As Géber's iﬁvalvgﬁént became more intense ‘she was able to explore
FS@mé causative féctérs_ She identified a high level of social intéraéticn
betwegn the child and his environment. Breast feediﬁg was the common ﬁ

practlze and this occured whenever the infant demonstrated a'w;sh f@r it.

5 2=
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Infant. were encoutaged to interact with other family members and visitors.
They were never, confined to cribs, but allowed to move about the home

A

ﬁsing whatever ﬁcaﬂ;“ﬁcre available to them commensurate with thzir stage
of deveiapmeht; \1eep seemaé ta=be the only 'common occurrence which
=y excluded them {rcmxfamlly 5@C1allzlng
\ |
The iccelerateé development was not sdlely!in the 1D§cht§r domain.
Ainsworth (1956) Ig:@rded language develapment and identified fmur sylléble
vocalization in infants with a mean age. Df 38 wéekz. At tlie end Df 367
" months there was a dininishing of the mother child-;nteraﬁtlén anq infants
‘were left more on Lhes' own. From this voint on, itrwaséabserved the
child developed at a mych slower rate. o _ .
B . |
Ainsworth iﬂ:testi¥% the Gé%er hypothesis found the-samé basié péttern
among a different grDup%DE African neerates. From her observations, urban
‘e
children whose parents fio 1DWEd European ch;Ld réaring patterns did not
ﬂemaﬁstrété éaflvsdevelupment. These babies appeared to develcp similarly

~to infants .of their par%nts Eurapean colleagues and nelghbars. Geber and

Alnswcrth suggest .that an apprapr;ate 1nteract1né enYLanment is cruclal

,to the contimuity of high 1evelé-§f grawth among’ Afflian 1nfaat5, The

absence of_ thlS sort of gn EﬂVlTGﬂmEnt W111 cause dECllﬂE among rural

- )

EhlldIEﬂ and a ieveling off {G E7Icpean HGImS by some urbaﬂ Afrlcan
/ , /i

. / A :,‘ ; i
children. i S/ !
s } :1;-‘.
R ’ ‘ I/' .
e \
e o
. I Sl ’
; o ‘ s . [ o
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In a study by Brazelton, Koslowski and Tronick (1971) a comparison -
of sensorimotor developmerit was m*lrié between infants born to urban Zambian
ru;mthu% and those bc::rn to an cquﬂ, mmber of white American mothers. The
problems of urban 11’\::,A g in Zambia pracmced mothers with low protein diets,
multiple prégnanf:iés and related infections. As expected, their newborns
were observed to be lower iﬁ wei’ght .E’Lﬂd length than the white infants,
| and generall y less healthy Désplte the less:. than ideal circumstances

under which the Affli:aﬂ mﬁgnts were 'barn. within a short time Capprox:matelyv
two weeks) they surpassed the white infanmts in cuddliness, reactivity to
stimulation, alertness, social interest a.nd consolability. The African .
ﬁatheris child rearing proceédures created an active, energetic set of
=e:qjefieﬁ:es for their babies_ Thay went about caring for them as if there
_was not the least doubt that their infant. would develop normally. African
mothers provided a }ugh contact. attentlve en\rlramﬁez t which was seem;nﬁrly

the white mothers had less handllng and feeding contac:t Wlt}l ﬂze:.r 1nfants.

Wh;te :mfam;s and m@thars 1so seemed to follow a pattern of éxpectatlcn

=,
]

snd c:ampatlbllr‘y even though the early 1eam;mg environment was very

ﬂiffez*ant from their African c@unterparts. From these c:bser\ratlans it

‘appears that developmént in mfam:y is influenced by inherited determinants
\

which seem to be related tc: cultural procedures and Jéclsl 1nté\fa¢:t1cms-
\

Differences in sensorimotor developmert were also found to exist
botween American black infants afid their white counterparts. Nancy Bayley

(1965), in making a :@ﬁparisaﬂ of mental and motoric test scores between

| 7
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hlcU._L_‘ Iutc and Puerto Rican babies. found no significant group differences
in I's:esnta_l_ test scores.  The blac:’k babies, however, scored higher than the

Pucrto Rican and white babies on the motor scale.

. Superior motor déﬁel@pment was observed in American black infants by "
Pasaminick (1946) to exist through the age of 24 months. He also reported
thai' ‘black and white infants Cmﬁ@ared equally -in other areas @f behaviora 1
df;velapm,ent. %m;lar precocity was observed among black babies CLE J;lTlEllC‘.QIL

West Indian PaI‘EIitS- Curti and others (1935), reported that these infants

surpassecl American white infants in reaching certain "milestones' like

Wllll:’ﬂ'ﬂs and Sc:c;tt (1953) in ;:qmpar:mg 104 black mfgmts frc:m mﬂderate
income famllles w1th 5(22 lnfants from low income fa:lulles f;:uné} significant
dlfieren;:es between the two groups in motor develapmenti Infaﬂts from tha
1c:w SES famg_lles shawed L more advgnced motor develapment than those frc:m
l'ugn.er mccme :Eam;lles. 'I'he researchgrs attrlbutecl the il,;fEEI‘EDEES to c:hllti
I'{i‘ai‘li“lg pra::eﬂures arld maie a pam z:f Jegtlng possible "racial" » 4
dia:fac:terlstlcs The conr:ep%: c::E race mlght well be an 1napprcp1‘13te variable
- to even consider. -I£ from a " random sample we piac:e the darkest and fa;u:est
skin persén;at either end of a c@ntlﬁuuin, ﬂié nwlad variations in 51(111
color and ha;r texture alime would make it an mpD;Sible task to &allneata
a betrmn;ng (tha point at which one's character15tic_s ¢an be tZlEESlflEd as

\

blac]c), or ending (the point at which one's t:ha,rat:perlsty:s can be El;SSl_Cled

{

3 ‘ '\
e Y
1
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as white). On the other hand, black. identity,and low SES o
together doés produce rcalities of social isolation' Problems of urban .
schools aye often discussed against a backdrop of a heavy concentration i}

of black children ff@m low income -families. - - ' P

Child rearing practices in our country have varied gpmeéigteova? J »
the years, having;been influenced pfimarily Ey middle class ﬁOrES;:&IEEdS
which have begﬂ k§§WH to affect parenting styles have Eeen introduced by
child rearing professiqnals %Bo are-readrggd réspécted g;‘ﬁembe%s of this
' sociaeccﬁ@mlz group. Lower sécioeccnamic families'ﬁha are striving for 7
.-highér status. readily adﬂpt.attrlbutes whlch they identify as appraprlate ré_'
to the group(s) above them. Lower socioeconomic peapié.ara willing to )
acquire many such attributes to remove the-barriefé betwegnnthemselves and -
acceptance into the middle cl%ss_. Theré!agé-alsc‘magy things ‘they are -
willing to forego in order that theyrmight bettéf.résembie the mére fééﬁé;ted
middle class. Brazelton, Rabey dand CDlllEI (1969) whé have researched groups
~ of East Ai%lcag and Mayan Indlan 1nfant5 indicate how saclalﬁferﬂes ﬁan
dcmlnate a mgther's expéct;t£cns for her newborm.
; ,;;(Blézk babies) are strong, they are iigorgus and <
T ex:itiﬁ$ ﬁbtdiicallyigﬁfﬁigwiéfa'réél'préglém’fér'x:' ~
’ black mathers that I take care of...They often Equate
m@tgr a§t1V1ty w1th.agg12551on; with things that won't -
be ass;nulated into the culture that théy are trylng —

* .4 . Ty . ’ Laess
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i S0 ' to ;;E%Simijf.lt‘a into tieng;]w: Ll x-.'D;ild like to give
blaclx .nmt-{i\,éfg a féelmg that what thé}’; do is
_inﬁé@r?argt“;if -’the black mother could see the sfrengths
) ’ of h;;f baby; and respond ‘to them in a way that makes
\. lE;tthe baby respand baﬂ;; she would feel like a bZtte::: '
\ ’ per:,czn I.f bj:;icﬂ-i; L;(B 'tc:ﬁld get the feelingf that what |
\ - they did was Hn]:cnrtant early in childhood...That's
- what I'd like to glve them--a fegling of their gwn
_identity. ’ |
} - CBLECL mathers) Gfteri equate (their baby's) activity
with aggression Cbemcr bad).. They see ﬂus as bad ;md
they very D;Ete; talk about 1t as if th%y Were bad They
} P cry too much--they are bad; they are too active--they are
bad-. @afgg by Brazelton,-seé Rich; 1973) i f
- ' . . . . -- L. .

C . spitz and Wolf (1946) and Klaus, Kennell, Plumb and Zvelilke (1970) .
dESerbE how mcthers ej{press théir early feelmcrs DE love for their .
newbam.s during the first hours of fac;e ts:;x face encounters. Rabscjn (1957)
states that .even cllscrate a«:ti’\rlﬁf of eye ﬂDﬂta(:t tra:nanlts significant |

o and patent- aspects af warm regard. Mutual Lm:cmd;.tmgal regard is of

“considerable ﬁpﬁﬁéﬁ?tﬂ‘ﬂié (:hild"s fi‘fSt enégﬁntérvwi’éh our etnvifanment;.
Peilutrlcigns naed to enxﬁc:urage black mc:thers to support their newborn' s

precocity bv respmn:img tej l:hem pasﬂz.valy in informal ways (allthlilg them

a A {

2i°
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to explore the unknow:. by moving about the floor and not constantly
being confined to-a crib), and f@rmallE (warm regard, transmittal of
warmth and support through eye-contact, cuddling and firmi selective

disci iplining of negative behavior). .

Blac:k mathé‘rs who azzeb enx:c;uraﬁéd to huve uﬂfealistii E@éét&%iﬁrg
for their cjuld*s assmlatlcm may be creating lﬂSLll’HlDLmtabié iDbSLlClES

) in the' pathway toward Qgtmmn CBgﬂlthF‘ PDEE‘I;.tlS.l AdaptaLlc)n to present
mstltutmnal modes should not go i.mquestmned when such- 1arge nLTl‘l'l]:JE‘IS af
children must beiexpelled fr@lj scihéajl, ciruggegl or therapéut;ta%‘ly‘ gfc:ujzed

for caretaker ‘convenience. -

I . * .5

Black ﬁothers ought to be encc;uraged to pla}f wrth their babies and
share in the enj ﬂymeni- DE active, freqaent eyé c:t:mtat;t, and exciting
periods of child rearing. They need to bé encouraged to iﬁtera@t with
their ‘irianﬁ'smatar e:s:c::.tgméit and suljljcﬁ ‘their natural capabilities.
~ The mother' s re eciprocity ,is;vitﬂ :t@ a sustained growth Eﬁﬁl‘ﬂnmént for

théir baby -bec‘ause of “what" aﬁfpeai‘s to be cultural expéététi@ns;i | Thé |

mfaﬂt's rapld bLuldup early in’ 115% can be PIPE(:EE& fc;u dimi
thrc:ugh gdaptatlﬂnal stress, 1ag;k pa:rents dre forced ta br:ma 'L'hEL

famly personalities into compliance with the ﬁ@minant white culture. .
. = N . i B * * . .
- . Cs

=

Ca’pabilitiés and a Teadiness tc 1esrn have bean. iééntifi_ed at birth,

or a few hc::»urs thareafter among bath black a d whlte newbarns -
| | i1 .
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Zuckerman and Rock (1957) for example, hdJG %ubs, ntiated the

existence of-innate capabilities in newborns for or ranl?;d visual

T

perceptions. It is their view from clinical observation that innate

ngaﬂiziﬂg prac.:c:ss s of Vlsgal perm..ptmn exist in neonates aﬂd undergo -

environmental m@dlf_it:étmﬂ iaté'f on as a part of general growth and

develaément- Goren Sdrty and Wu, (1975] appear to support Zl.llllxéﬁ‘liﬁ

"and Rock. Irém their clinical Qbservatlohs newborns responded more -
'apprgpfiately to properly drawn®ce patterns than to a scrambled or

LS

\patterﬂs are already in motion at birth. At this sgeﬁingly critical

- point in an :mfaﬂt 's early life, oppertunities for learning and teaching
arght to be. encouraged. | *

L4

Management through Medication

. Over the pasfde&arie there has been an increasing use of medication’ -
. for classroom management purpnses. Studies by Rie (1974 and 1975), Gross -

" .and Wilson . (.1974) and assessment studies by, Connor (1959) and Davlds ClQ?l)

7/

suggest a process with stages or steps. C]uld:en whase c:.lassracsm béha\fé@r
is described as- wriégling, tyrning, ﬁ:essgnt ta;llﬂng, ﬁzpulsij\renessaﬁd
magj,llty to delay gratification are frequentl}f 'reférréd to the school

'physlt:l&n At this stage, largely on the bas_i.s Df the r;:l sroom teacihéf's _
reporting, such Ch:l.ldren are d;aanrjsed, hyT!E'ﬂQZIEtIC‘, or as suffering

from minimal brain dy SEunctlanal a learning- dlscrder, or a hyperactlve

A
: f

" impulse disorder. : : s

’ ', blank facial facsimile. We can therefore deduce that significant 1ea‘mjirg§ S
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- The :na*x:t step in thls labelling pfoc:ess is medication. Pérents
are brought into the picture béééusg under these cirtumstances their
approval is nécéssafy, Parénts' hlﬁgiflédg% of how sé}ipals are run and :
ﬁheir’ general level of Stjghj.sti:atian\}_gill dgeminé- in 1éi*ge part how
long it will take to -isbtain'ﬂig;; aPperal. School authorities have
~also beeﬁ known. to establish medication as a condition under which they

“can includé or exclude a child from school.

As éf this WTit'Blé over 2 million séh@ol children in the United

States are on beha\rmr modifying dma t:herapy. This is not :‘ﬁiﬁéﬁde&
as. a can,derrmatmn of all therat:eu:tlc programs using methyl@hem;date
ﬁ‘

"t

expecially where ggmpétent assessment has bean a part: 'of the process.
Many :m ‘the field are groping for some form of Teliﬁif_fcr_the :ZhTD'Iilﬁ

_ ‘_d'élinquait , brain damaged and seveﬂjﬁiéturbed child and for their
éa%‘étaférsi: If c:ampetency erodes at any stage of the dla@égt;c/therapeutlc
préc:-ess fDD many children who are d:.fflﬁult to f:.t into our presc:rlbed

' mstimt;anal patterns " who defy ‘our: present noxms , and w]m are 1;0;3 -
bothersame tc Prﬂfessmnals by renf%ndmg tham of their fallu;res 5-are assigned
to spec;al treatrnent scjlel)f for professional convenience.

Many urban bladc children who are unable to con.fam ta sc;hocl Tules

(whlr:h for them are unreallst:.r:), fall 1111;«;! t}us \:ategory- One result is

ks

¥

i@
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I am suggesting ﬁ’u;lt‘initially, these children's use of cnergy in t?iisg
wa}fz is ﬁat intended to be chaotic éf disTuptive but stratéﬁi(: to their _
style of learning. School desrrued patterns of knowledge dellvery neecl

to expand tﬂe number of ways that knowledge can properly be disseminated
by the educatcsr, and re:ewed and s;mthes;zed by the learner. >.AJ.,1 too
often, the interaction between the EC:CLV%‘— child's use of métgr eénergy,

-and ;the school's common reé«:tién ‘to it, inadvaftemtly éomp%ls é?ﬁiéﬁaﬁjre ‘
baﬁtlegrcuﬁd These particular pomts W.lll be discussed. further 1ﬂ the

section on pollcy ¢

There is need for further research to explore various modes of .

téac:hjjig sfrate@ies and classroom management as alternatives to drug .

E

r_herapy“ even f@r ChlldIEﬂ who are. chranltally dlfflClllt to manage.

Pczpe (1970) has absawed that mmed;t:ated children dlagnc:sed as hyperactlve

were: as. well contralied 35 nomal c]uldren when they were assigned tasks

wh.lch fiINQlVéd well planned forms of stmlatiqnsnd were pleasurable!

Rie (1974) found that if one sensitized its caretakers to the cognitive

affé\d:j;ive needs of children, their undesirable ac;iﬁvity could be decreased

without the use of drugs. Thus, the j:xfablém can be seen as philosophical ;';

or political--What do we change, the client or the institution? -

The state-of-the-art concerned with client modification has not reached
a level of unequivocal justification. Rie (1974) and Connors, __Eisenbért

Y
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and %lm.fpe (1964) havr: pmmed” DLH; that in the;l,r studlcs medication dld

t improve the ‘acadenic acfhlevament of :hlldren SD one can conlude

that dmgs can adjust the: child's affec.t for- ‘the canvenl\mce‘ Qﬁnstltutlcnal

CC!I’IEQI'ﬁlt}’ , but ﬂ‘LE."y Carmat teach children to read’or do arlthmetlc:
: s
;‘;f

' ‘ /s
Towards a Krowledge Acqusltloﬂ/Sensormator Ncpde.;. c:f Black Cluldr’en

£ r
| ; A~

//In the first section we dealt w;_th researih PEI’t‘lLﬂJIlg to early and _
;advan:ed sensorimotor develgpment of blat:k necnates and 1n.fs:nts thus,
presenting .a review of thes literature in the area. It is Iﬁy cc:ntantmn
/ . 'that, :b'éc;ause cj_fthe ad\fa.m:ed éersori‘ngtér development in blacks during
their early schdol, years, educators tend to assess this faét as ;inapprgq:iﬁate
" behavior. In m@st cases we 5trcngly bel:eve that ’ghe Educators a_:sessnent
Df these nﬂuldrén is incorrect. It 15 mf@ﬂunate that because of ﬂlese |

+ incorrect assessments, blackischool chlléren are "managed through medication'.

With the first two sections in mind, we will now introduce the final section
towards a knowledge acquisition/sensorimotor model of .Black’ children. .

The :E;nal section will expiare the notions cf the s0- c:alled "thlrd

grade syndrgme" and some’ :_I‘npllc;at;tms for edu::atmnal p@ll(‘iyamaklna-
In shart from . the tme a black Chlld enters’ SC]‘DGI tc: the third gTade |

there is a:1 increase in ve:bal ac.]uevement scores. ngever, when the

Sé;ﬂ&' student réai:hes thegthird graéle ‘and until grdde twalve t:;hiere is a

leveling off or slight decreas..

ek
(W)




" Ha‘ff); pMorgan - : o o L _;EE{LE.? s;

4
¥

in Verbal achievement scores. Flnally, we will pr@\rlde addz_tmnal

f’
implication for edm:atmnal pghc:};fma}‘er%

= &

ffi

Third Grade Syndrmme" Tea;h’er DbSEITEL'E:LDDS and m:y own -experience provide-

enough reason to bellevg/ that bla«:k c:h:.ltifen in the United States enter o
school for the flrsté:;me m.th a great deal of EﬂthllSlaSﬂ'l smd PDSltl\fE
!Spiff’i‘t From the”’ flISt day of school to the poz.nt where they reach third

grade, there is a gerleral upsw;mg in their academc ac:hlevament ’ Frcm

about e:thF/E/hl'Id grade through the uppéf grades there is a steady dLCllﬁE

in grﬁuﬁ measured capabllltles GE black chllrlren t.D ::1(3 schogl wark.

. / : s T R - B : : \ N
- -
. Th;s de::l;ne is more consistent snr:mg gmups of blac’:k chllch‘en in

/" the Sauth than in the North. ]‘.'Zl-ly do 'thls cllfféi"éntiatiﬂn prevall'? I

/ ; SLLSPEC'E that one. possﬂale cause is the general’ Testraint that the sguthem

: CIESSIDGIII atmas.phere mlght impose upon children. Dur;mg ncmal tmes g
thesa r:.la_.ssrﬂoms promote  an atmésphere that is; sr;smewhere between the
naﬁ:hern early chllahaad and secbmiary sc:hagl emf;rc:mnent That 15, o
"not as free and’ ‘open as the 1<3wer g;‘ades DE narthem schools,, but nﬂt as .
controlled and traditional a,_s;_i thelr_upper grades either, °

ere have been inter\fentlcng in eariy c.]uldhcjod educafﬂ_an tg enrich -/

Ao

['H

the eduzatmnal appartunltles for low income biack chlldren. ‘During 1965, '1;/
- for example .many states 1naugurated some ftjm of Headstart. Its effects /

were not felt in the sdmcxls untll some time 1at31' gbut parents and humari
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service workers in many areas became more involved in how their schools.,

were being run: How this affected the academic achievement of children
B 4 & . ES h .
recruited for these pl‘agrams/remamg controversial.

Teaching Sftraﬁéﬁies and délivezjr of ‘basic education in our country

‘is generally stratz.*led according to tga:her trd:gung modes. Early

childhood tea?s grades (K-3), seem to I‘EC.ELVE deeper aﬂd more ccncentratéci

-training th eiementafy grades (K-6) and 'secondary. éduc:atian grades (7-12)

ry

teachers / Early t:h.lldhuml educaglcn has been a strong mavement in our

country’ for some time and has recewed greater attention fr@m -‘parents than

-any, other aspect of public schc;zgl;ngi < o ' .
/ : R;Lskmg E‘;CLQSS:LVE c::ver sm‘zpllflc:atmn, I will atterrr_pt to desr:rlb‘e ;
/. briefly the majgr mades ‘of classrc:om teac:hmg by def:mlnﬁ the roles of
/ " the f“l;;eaEhET and learner in the;r s:;h@ul en'\flrﬂmnent. : Traditlanal a’ppraatjias
' _’tﬂ\teai'ﬁ g and ‘learning define an active rc_.e for the teacher and a 1::3551\7‘3 )
S

'I‘C.!Ls for the learner. Emphas;s is pla\sed upon objective drill Sj‘ld rc:te N

memfgrlzation. O;ITit:Llen CDﬁtEIit as de”\fised by Spéciaiists and the child‘s
ability to memorize 11; is parsmount in this methcdv St;:m.llus Respgnse

thecrists help support this: leammg theozy in _mstlﬁltmns whére mahy C):f

= '
-

aur presant day teac:hers were tramed

&,

Us.ulg the 1&335 flTS‘t expfe-%sed by John Dewey ;Ln 1916, there are

© still remammg pmgress:we educ;atcsrs and thc:se ‘who suppc:)rt 1eam1nﬁ by
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discovery. This term is not‘a very gcad.ang for identifying this group,

but it is the best one I have, so keep in mind that thc;y are on the DppD&ltE

E:nd of a ccmtlnumn from the tradltlgnallsts. _ -

Here, the role of the learner is very active. He is allowed to
explore the entire’ learning environment and make his own choices. Should

he need clarification of an event or description of materials, the teachér's

role is to respond tc.: his queiries_ Teéc:hers _are passive and usualiy’ wait
untll the learner actlvates them. Unfortunately, prx:gress;ve actz.v;st tend

to read t::c) lltt]E of what Dewey - 1ntended that is, environmental passivity -

\

o

Trad;tianahsts assme that teac:.hers are all- -knowing and that 1331‘11&1‘5

is an what he at:tually mtended

ccme tr:s the experlen:e 1aclung Ain almast all thmgs urrtll the téa(:héf
emlghtems them Progress;ve educ:atﬂrs \§tress the learners as be:mg in’

; th;, most- strateg:u: pﬂs;tmn to detemme therr own. needs so that they should

e TR T R

;be *ﬂlawed to ;earn by. dlscavezy L o e

The apen educét;on movement seems to avaia thE twc:! extremes by enmuragmg
. | an active rale for téac:her and iearner. It seems tQ me that this mcr\réme,’nt »
more clgsely apprczxmates Dewey s erglnal phllasaphy. Frcm what ‘we now
know abDut the nature of Imm«rledge ac:qu.;s:i.tlﬁn an blac:k 1n.fa;1ts, the open
edg:atmn movement is. pmbably better suited to the;r needs than the. other -

two: This movement has been on tha upswing in early chllcﬂjaéd t:lassracms in
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Lo

thé Northeast and elsewhere, since the late fifties and Figure 1 seems

to attest to its effectiveness. o \

€

It is alst:} true th;lt over the years tI\‘le general publ;c: has pa.;c‘l

more attent: on to Lmdert:rarten, pres r;hacxl d nursery than any nther
51:ngie aspect of pre g@llega. educat.mn and his had ﬂczre\\rr;tten for thém
on ‘the subj ect. The Eaﬂ} Chlldhocd Movement has: prcbably ione a great

SN
deal m@re to expnse x:}.g_ldren tc: ‘a prcper mix c:f affectlve smd :qutlve .

education. ‘ B

é‘ff = There is alsa a higher: degreée Gf soclallzatian and_ teac:her—c;hﬂcb 2

mteractmn 311 the eaﬂy dul&cad grades than in, the cthers‘ Nurtur;ng
is a maj or :Ecrc:e in the learning env:;ronment It is w.1th1n thls highly |
somai;zed enﬁra;ment of the early grades that black- chlldren seem to
j_pragress at a regula:f rate of, léamlng. It is ﬂrq:t::ftant t:o m:te here '
"= that the. ;‘:Lght kind of scn;;allzatmn is be;.ng rec:amended ami not: merely

: o*. 1f;g abrjut the SEhC!Dl or c:lassmﬁm ElthDth plamxedipurpaseful 111Vc11vemeﬁt- '

The Early chilﬂhccﬂ c:lassrgcm shguld be an efficient workrgc:m whéfe a child's _

-:1p1;ay is vmwg—:d as work.

fe

In a: typlcai G_’peﬂ Elassrgam the teacher w1;Ll mtraduc:e a central
AN

o x'th.eme c:f Study or. agtlntlas whlc}r 111 enable t:h;ldren ta meilately

,beccme aware Df the wgrld aramd them, Themes are elabcrated £11'st fram

;- Rt

the anv:i.ramnentf suv:h as crganlzr c:hores, t:arlng fgr pets ancl plants,

i9
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‘bulldyg, czai:k;mg, ﬂ'};s,u:, Etr: N

t‘:?nnnmuty ’11‘1 wh:u:h t’he’/’chlldrc:- ),

usc the:lr/ skills. ,} {,r

/
f!." ! )
J and c:hllcﬁ-chlld nlteractlan '

| adem17/ - %ChlEVE'I/E

»a"’basir a%méf;‘t 'of the:Lr f‘lmclamental design,

f J
{

nt amt:mg blat;k t;hlldren.

=i

[ are well/ sultéd to furtherln ‘
M Y N T
/ | : Dnc:e c:ut Df "the early dgldhaad sphere é}f :mfluen:e, there appears
: ; : l r /
;7 "’;-,,,%53933&“*3? steady d‘éc;lme 111 ac:ademlé aduexfemc—an\[; amc:wng black ch;ldren. The
g{ s R i 4 | ,l f . . r .. .
| - social :mtera:tmﬁ mc:)del jfcund in the lcm’e’ gradesl ramdes an amasphere _
‘ ) o 7
/ : AN
[l within which blac:k ch.ﬂ«iren as a grcpun. can ‘12&1‘;1 o : . N
/ [ ’ i .
] [ / S [ '

-

ﬁ? | |
GWS thé‘ Ielat;ve E:arly grade ﬂdvméément among bla::k and

';5

T}ie .chart dEPlCtS the results Gf

:'mthe NC}E'Eh ;a;rld Scuth=

WhltE childre;
N ;Q"; a sur\fey researdi prgj Et;‘t b}r James- C«:\leman (1969), tq d&;\c‘:mnent the 1at:k
B ;i' ", |
Qf equality i Afﬁél‘;i;‘-’:’m educatmn dé§ ’_',efy systems fIt is. présented here

Jory J.marily tr:i shm\r» the dlstmét Verha.l adlle.vement d;.ffez g,ntlat:l,an thrc:ugh _

: th.: grades b
o _ aalled thlrd Iadé S)md:cme ,;At the . env:'l. cf tﬁe eéﬂy chj.ldhggd permd
1 el L;
‘ ‘ w"xen t:lassracms becc:me; more restrlczt;ve and tightly\crga:xl;ed there ;5
f _“ *a 1&::;: of advam:emer;t in the ‘Isc:}mﬁi,lng cif blac;k t:hlldiren.: o \;"‘&
e Cogf <IN
|
f
= j
o
I 4 :
’ mearls fc:r acﬂuevmg these igoals." We need to En:cxurage all Chl’dren to
i r‘gﬂhid E. E : . - .-f
o 200 N\
e 2 1 5,
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-cxpiaré the iﬁﬂg‘mm‘and not limit them to a tas;k%gri%ntad i:ufric;ul_wﬁ
dgviSEd to promote quiet servitude. Too often curriculum is 1é:k5;5te§ped
into stages Qf'iirecrdaiﬁ‘é:i advancement . Thls is then applied in a ¢ ‘.
dldactlc: manner, :;md creativity, exploration and 1331211114; adventure are ;

stifled. . A : .

=

Enge Sele«:téd Prgblerns and Irﬁpllcatmns fETI PDllC'}F'- I;S‘:evera;l séié:ted
';pmblems whic:h were 1den1;.1fled by the :rev:Lew Df the pertment Tesearc_h
»lil terature in our defined del:ru ted prablem area are présentéd. .Two

’ thEGTEtlt;al 1dea.5 c:cincerned w;th the education gf blac’, thlldrén are

s presented A prgposed knawledge au:qulsltmn/sensorlmctar model- is then -

- dlsag,ssedi A smmary of the résear::h is presented some :.rnpl:.c:atlons

=

l

gf nidlv:L&LLal;Lzed IﬁStTLlEthIl An a;n open leafnlnf-f 51tuat1c:n,the prablems

[
. . 2%

. of suspensmﬁs af st‘udents nﬁnagement by m ":"""f’,s:atmn, bshavmr mgdiflc:atian

and ad\m.ﬂaw are then presented We will foeir an altematlve strategy
. which we feel cught t._a be mvestlg;ated, by e;lx;;atlonal PEIICY, d%EiSiDn .

Maxers.

it

Currently, there : are two thecretlcal ;deas c;cnc:emed w:Lth the

; e@caticm of blaz:k c:hlldrén, the child as thé prc:blaﬁ ér the sr;-hc)c:l

System as the pfablém.

amakers . That is

‘a great deal of . suppart by' Eciicatmnal pﬂllr,:y d.éElS‘iG,x_

Jensen (1969) thearlzmg t.hat :mequa.lltles An cggm.tive perfemances ]

A tend tcx be géﬂ%tlt: 111 arigm and Hunt 5 C1964) r:ultSfal 1T1£er1csr;ty

"L

hypc;ﬂ;hes;s. The genetlc‘ mc::rlel gave rlse to the vocat;c:nal educ:at;ﬂn :

. . movement.
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" The cultural :mferlcjnty hypothesis was the policy delS fcxr the - .-
| :QﬁrpEEatmy eclucatmn programs such as"Head Start and FGllDW Through. -

"\

\ . ) <. ’ B -‘ " . A

AY
Durlnﬁ the past décade the notion’ that what happens in. the S(:hDDl

\
may be mére respﬂnsz_ble f@r negative outcomes thaﬂ lrglerent charactgrlstics

. of "‘he stude\nt has héé:n suggéstad hy Clark C1955) From thls :Ldea three

_ ,nhypotheses have been generatecl- ‘They are the "c:ulture gap", "mequ.:tlfﬁ !
anci "self-fl,;llmg prophesy'" hypntheses. The "c:ult‘ure -gap" hypathesls

states that the' values dnd status c:f tea«:hers tend’ ta be ;nccngruent with -

those Df thez_r S’}:udents R B T . v R

l

Th.e "mequallt:y hypathens" asserts that sdmal systens dc: I‘lﬁt \

dg.str;bute re%amces equltably, ‘that :s, A.clile ;1355 sc]mals are favsred
in a.sagrnant c:f staff, c:las%es materlals and, gther resc:urc.es. The .\\‘ - _

\
Serranc V.! Pr;est (;197_1) case c:hailenged the :Qnstltutmnalm;y Df uneq l_

’ a.llm:at;gn of resources :m educatmn and the Califémla S@reme !Eggzt agi‘eed.

DL IR

'
V?’

o F,mally, the "Self=fuu1ng prc:phet:y" hypathes(s suﬁgests that students
e tend to aﬁ]ﬂeve ‘at-the level expected Gf them by their tea:hers. That is, \\\ -

A

if a teac:her hclés a student in low. esteem ancl /haa 1&4 expectatmns :Ear ‘\\s [r ;

‘thEbé students ,sucgess, teachers mllyfceach :L/I'l an mﬁfférent manner and /. \/

Vo
\a

:meéy negat;ve ttltleES in a. gmnb?[ of ways. The Sa‘;udents will Sense th is

f{ i J’:Q
anﬂ gauge the;l.r own expectatmrg fDI‘ success and perfgmﬂr:e at:carﬂ.mﬁly.

B )
M\

a s ' \ y
: . S
.
8
:
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ﬁgﬁé of tha:ab.cvgtmentidﬂad hypotheses, theories and/or models can
S explquv}xjf black- Ghildtentend to tla poorly in ocur schools. W% éfe, '

tnerefare suagest ing a ijwledte At;qulsltmn,"-‘jf mgorimotor” CI\.A/S) madel '
2

of the %1a:k t:hll(‘l as, 1eamer 0T .

5

In summary, the available research asserts that, the infant rearing \
practice “Df‘ 'social iﬁteractian among Zambian. ﬁlﬁthez;sf differed fféml the - \
é lnteractmn Brazeltnn, Kﬂslgwslfl and Tronick C1971) observed between o A

. Amerlcan wh:.te mcthers and the;r newbor‘ms Clthez: stud: es in\ the Uﬁitéd. = \

\Dther researchers fgu,nd ad\rﬂnzed motor develcpment in t.hgse black\;fnfsnts

/,

AT

come blat:k fam;hes-v Wh;;[e angther, found advance thDI‘:LC develapmént
\\ 7
in a1l of the New Haven blac‘;}: 1nfa_nts that she c:ﬁmpared tc gr@ups of \

Rlcan and wh:;te m;Eants.

-The research literature indic..~d that bla:kc;h;ldren at birth . , \ ’

ant;c;;pa\te 311 envn'm;ment that w:.lj. be: “ctive, :m(:lucijmg ; h;gh level c:f S Ep
. \ S
mcther—gilfant mterac‘&;cn. It alsn suggests. that wh:;te ;nia;its a,ntlulpate \':

AN a 1ess acive envn‘cnment with 1¢3WEI‘ mputs of thhersmiant mte‘factlam
T,

;Based on these data, we ca.n assume that whlte c:h:leren I'EC[LIlTE lawe‘r levels

af sm::,al \i‘tEl%CtLDn than thelr black CE!Lﬁ‘ltEI‘EaI'tS- QLI"‘ schoalglg patterns

i &' - i

fort e most part Picmgte quietness aﬂd dc:c:,lll, ot _ .
; 0 L ! 24 '
~ i \\ ! < « | \
3
Vo
\
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.Ii we pursue the mgl;c:atlons v:)f thee.e :1r<‘j,uustanc:és that is,

cla&srocrrg are des;ﬁ‘ned to suit 1eam1n;, nams, of chlldren fTD"‘I whlte

families and cpp@sed to the natural diafacterlstms of
t:hildren.

DLII‘

1Icteristi certain black
If thls is true, publ:.c: sc:hc;allng is maklnﬁ
'ﬁhem by that system.

F

shauld nct Surprlsa us.

l‘.ﬁ j;icréasin‘;,iy
dlfflcult for these black Chlldféﬂ t\: r:orr@ly with tle demands made 'a&pcn

The :Eact that these f;hlldren seem to establish the;r
own set Gf behav;o‘r 11@11115 tc which ;né:.vlduals smd gr@ups can canform

- Their behavior can he d;smptlva when, the
plarme& enV1r@mnent fc:r 1ear:1:mg is 1ack.1ng 1n elements which ought- tc:
SEWE tf) defuse thelr builfhp -of sensar:u.motar energy‘

As adults we became fnustratéd when a 1.1*!&1111}F Cﬁrr@a,n}f or departmant

s -

1;(1 resalve it 111 Gur favor.

stere seerrs mumterested in a pTDblém we mlght have wrl:h them or unw;lllﬂg

We can, becczme aSSEI'thE azid éven h::st;lé,
whén 111 our view, they are nnt as n@ressed with our prablem as we are.

S
Py

Whén 1eamers :mtezj::et a tEaEhET'S teaching behav;c:r as n@t really ;nterested

;n That they are feeh.ng and neech:ﬁg, they too tend to be«:ogggudé and

e

bCDiStEIﬂLE. Fﬂl‘ thaﬂ ;Lt is more than a s:mple phcne csll to the manager,,

it is’ ﬁoma against a sys%an wluc;h has the suppaﬁ of all 1&\?&15 qf -school
aamin;stratmn, the:xr nelg}ﬂ:cxrhmd and gften then_r fam;t.ly.

.

v
£y

Desplte the lack Gf erﬂucat;gﬁal researc:h or traming fur teac;hérs in
c:,ri thé'i‘ own.

@

thLS Tea, some c;lass:com tea:hers have become aware . af thls phenomenon
|
%

- To improve learjn:mg :Ecr the;r t:h;lclren small graups of te*ad-:ers
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."{:‘ “ ' . - N T = 2 A N : . . A
around thc cmmt h:LVE ]:segun to jm:h\rlcluallza tha;r 1nstm<:t10n. If is -

'Dnca of the more Grgsmlzecl appraac:nes to t:hanfflng a: SDmE:leEES sterile,

a ]

izﬂly 1na§t1ve ﬁlELSSIGDTl :mta a rm:re 3&1151{:1\?3 a. 1::1 open atmasphere ,

h it - prc:uncstes 1nd1v1dual creat;v;ty. D;Ete:—:n, untrad.ltmnal patterns must

A4

“"be 1ntr@duc:ed The prabab;llty that tlus w:Lll occur. 15 cme' Df the more

- =

attractive aspeu:ts af md;\rlduallzed lIEtI‘LlC,tﬁ 7., ‘Tear:hérs wh;:: are ,sermusly '

involved in thlS methgd seem to carﬁtantly se,an:h far means Df expandj.ng E

the nu:rber of ways tc;s enable children to d@fme themselves pcsit:urely as-.

PéTEQDSE.Ild learners. L S ST

E&ucatafs know Cbuﬁ éften act as if ‘they do ngtj, tﬁat ieaﬁfé’rs fare '

nc;t merely z:agﬂ;t:ure Iecegtac:les but they brlng affect;ve attributes to o L

.rthe leam;ng en\rlroment 'I'hraugh an 1nterac;t1ﬁg prc;u:ess theyr dem@nstra‘te A

E.I‘ECZ.EtlES feai* "mcnt:l.vatmns, behefs and w:.shes jusi: to naﬂe a fewi

B Sdm@lg‘;ﬁ alscr means, g’rc:xup, rather than individual. 1eam1ng. Lear:ﬁmg : 7
. T T

‘then 15 alst: :urEluém:ed ’by group tTaé.;l.t:u:ng attz.tudes, snd bEhE.ViDI' noms.

>
s S
L

. thrc;)ugh the ‘same Pr«:cess ; Maiy eduﬁaimrs have WTJ_ttEﬂ a gleat déal about_

Am;ddle r.:lass C!I‘lEI‘ltEd clgssrccms an& the need fcr spec,lai pl’

i

] j' when

™~ 1earners came from- 1ﬂw=:l;1:ame fsmllles The nc:tiqn that classr@om majlagamgnt y
is t:ppt:iser;l t@ ce::tam Qf tha blat:k ::}uld's natural att butes ;ntrgduc:és ' ;

A-anather negatlve E].ZLITIEDSlDﬂ Wthh :Eurther w;dens th_'LS gap. In chér ward::,

in c:ur educ:at;gnal del;vefy' systems we are not Dn;l_y meetlng wh;te youth a ‘ ,}’:‘V-K;A
more than ha.lf wa)’: but in so dglng, we "are mmrlng away from the temmals .
- R

I

'at Whl(:h blac;k Eh;.lc]ren expec:t to cor mt%t:t-. . A:

- -
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Docile management and demands for quietude produce sterile classrooms

=

. T \fﬁéi;e many black children, mastly nules, disalgaga from the mainstream
of class discussions and academic assignments. Teachers become resentful

X when Stusdéznts- balk at ''school work'". A troubled tea@h&;r-pupil relationship

; is the outcome. The resentful téaﬁhé?ﬁ‘ and balking student's interactions
“erode with daily incidents, as when nonconforming students are denled
privileges wh;c:h are granted to tha:.r conforming counterparts.

éSchoals have adopted a policy designed to rid thEITSE:lVEE of so
c:;alie;i "'trouble Inakers", who even though thcy never r:onmt serious foenses
are considered 'problems'. Such a policy 1&3&5 to the CcmpllaLlcn of a
- 5 épssier on thé;é smdei{;cs so as tc build up a stribg of minor offenses, Y{vhmh

when presented all at once, appear to be a massive campaign of misdeeds.

-

I

i = For the more yc:uthful and ccmlstent "affenders" there are special
- _classracms where Eggrg‘tlve exgec:tatmns are usually ml Iréni_éally, such

" closses” are frequently referred to as "1ea:m:_ng centers' and under the

c:pnti‘ﬂl of muscular male teachers. Several years aga it was a common

Spéétaﬂ% in pr,edc:mjjiantiy white schools tc), see the majnrif ¢ black

"_s 7 teac:hgi; in the ‘school. Dr the ‘assignment of a p araprofe sional or teacher
Aide to administer to the active blac:k ‘;;:Jiiidren w:Lth whom the classroom ’

. teacher dld n@t'éare to deal ’beggause éh,e did not know how i~ do it.

Ly
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The Children's Eeféﬁse Fund, a project of theuwashingfcn Research.
PIOjEEE;_EQm?iiEd statistics directly related to thi%ésubjezt_ They
requtedlthis year that more than one million childreﬁ were suspended
f:am szﬁacl one or morértimes’during the 1972-73 academic year. There
did not seem to be any substantial differential based on geographic
location, size of school diétrizt, city or state. More than 63% of the
suspensions were for minor foenses such as . t:i_ﬁ:.’l:u:v'j into the lunch 11ne
smoking, truancy and similar acts. Less than 33 were fcr serious aﬁts
of destruction;. criminal activity, or use of narcotics. In those-

"districts from which their statistics were derived, one out of éééry 24
students was suspéndedg For black secondary school children, the suspension

rate was Qne out Df'every 31ght SuspéﬂEiOD forces children into the

.sfreets where 11ttle good and prcbably a great deal of harﬁ can Iesulti It

“which they do not’ kﬂgw how to deal with.

* more devaztating practice diSéU§sed prev;ausly, is the admlnlstratlun
of drugs intended for children descrlbed as hyperactive. It is likely that
some children attendlng schacl need help in-controlling certain purpcseless
behavior because self management is beyond thélf own capability. AIt is not

likely, however, that a classToom teacher will have the medical knowledge

‘necessary . for-diagﬁﬂsis and treatment. Thzs is “further Campllcated by 1ack

~of knawledge 1B:th15 field even by competent medical persons. Despite these

ciraummstances, 1dant1flcat10n5 and referrals are solely the ﬂamaln of the
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4]
. T
of the teacher to initiate. Among professionals, favorable networks m———

are relatively casy to set into place. Physicians who are prone to

oon known and parents are encouraged to

rs]

prescribe drug therapy are

seek advice from these sources.

- A1l that is really known about the i:sfa:tic:e of behavior mcdifi::atibﬁ:
B}f medication at this time, is that the commonly used medicaticns quiet
children who are unuéually disﬁzptive and active. There are no clata,: or
known scientific mvestlgatmns, on the dangers G‘E drug build up over the
years or the pgsslbllltles for future addiction. We da know, that by' far,
the larger percentage of prescribed behavmr mc:d;fylng drugs’ are acim:gstered
to black male c:luldren It is my view that such prar;tlces- are detrimental .
. How severe such detriments might be is a sepératé concern worthy of its”
own investigation. My own inteifsst’ .of the mcment;. - iﬁowev?r rests on-the
" notion th%at the behavior bémg mod;l_fied 15 prcba’bijr iﬁore purjgaseful for
;mldrén on their terms than the behavmrs that are being called fc:rth
tluuuah the use of medlx_atlcn Cbecaus& t:h;ldren are pgwerless et«:;)i
. | ;
Too many of the innercity ani xrural poér are pc)we 1 ss 1ﬁ enccuraging
our system to work for their bettement fI'hey want a better life but
their prbdblems 'are too rnany ancl too 12:&‘!3 and theu' iescurées tao ifaw to
. ;:ha.nge their c:Dndltmn, They hava too 11ttle t:lmé, not c:ugh lmowledtfe, v

too few skﬂls, and not enough mﬂuenrie- For the mcsti par*; they are alone

. !/-
e
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if unaided, they camnot cope with ‘their family
IC:pGﬂSlbllltlES or with the demands of the institutions which are
designed to advanice their interests

; Elach ChildTEﬁ f%@m these famllles

and athers who may appear tG
be samewhat better off, are often dlsacuraced by institutions they use

and from which they derive certain benefits.

or their interpretation of an experience make them believe that these

institutions (schools, .hospitals, etc.) are alien,and hostile.

Despite thes

ese

circumstances, there are marny children from upper

socio-economic black famllles whase adaptatlgn ‘and academlc achievement

seem to fallﬂw a pathway similar to that Df‘whlte children from mlddle
income fii 1i s of equal statUE Far several generatiﬂns they may have &
lived among white.families and saalallzed with: them in 51gn1£1cant ways tﬁat

reduied sgc;al dlstance, even in such tabom areas as 1nterraﬁlal mate-
ChﬂlEE
persons.

The latter CDntlﬂuES ta crumbie gradually among upper 1ﬁ:ame

W;thln OPPDItunlty and so

cial. manlllty damalns black famllles whg L
are gradually be&amlng "better ﬁff",are~also w;déﬁinﬁ the gap between

better off blacks ar

m The
f ten thrust into thlS status on the bas;s cf
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income in a Simllaf white family. .Nevertheless, it appears that thr@ughh

increased %harlrﬂ of jobs and social interaction of rituals (parties,

holiday celebrations, -marriages and similar ceremoni l 1ons), certain

£
N 4

equally to their white Eountétparts. It is not knowﬁfwh&ther or not they
_right do better in a more active environment.

Then there is that recurring popular question: if these black
éhildrén can do well through common modes of teéchiﬁﬁ, why should we not
expectzcthers to do the same? The three 1mp11cat1@n5 here are that the

lnstltutlnn is on the right track but certaln 1earner5 aie not. Flrstly,

the apparatus for adaptatlcn and then 3551m;13t13n is not avallable to all.”
Innerclty h@u51ng PIDJECt dwellers, far example, hardly see whltes QHtSldE
af a pQWar TElEtlDﬂShiP where blacks are the powerless.  So, one to one
lnteraztlans are rare.: Secandly, teaghers need to be ablé to dlp 1nta the
ch;ld's steady stream of ccnsalausness W1thﬂut diverting or dammlng it up.
Beéng 1nsén51t1ve to an aCthE style cf 1Earnlng ﬁan'very c3511y!$end the
learner undﬁrgraund Thlrdly, adaptat;on tg ‘what 13 should not zenstltute
the whole Bf what we should be striv1ng for in the eduiat;cg of our young.

' We should be ccnt;nuausly ssarch;ng'fcf ways to enableiihiidIEEvté ééiiné

* themselves p,sitively as’ persans and as learners.

) . . L.
Although or émphésis has"been upon implications for policy matters -

affecting infants in families and their schooling, it is hoped thét»cther




Hﬂlry Morgan - ' Page 32

" questions along the life span will be brought to the interest of other
1nvcsi igators. Issues of social 'interaction pertaining to.the care of
institu allzsd orphaned and agaﬁdaﬁded 1ﬁf1ﬂt§ early adult life,

and residency in h@mes for the elderly, are some of the categories related

to a life span view.

In S&ﬁﬁary; there éeems to be five alternative courses of:azti@n
whiéh school persomnel are likely to put‘iﬁtc‘mction in dealing with |
blazk chlldren who are tca active to learn Confartably 1n the establlshed
‘schaal Grder- Rather than re-examine modes of teachlng/learnlna stgi = E
fDr p3551ble modlflcatign, the education establishment prefers to (1)
e asslgn :hlldran tﬂ Sp321al‘learﬁ1ﬁg centers where only minimal 1earning -

is expected “or C2) pTESCIle'dTUgS ta render ch;ldren affectless and

~almost vn;d of emotion to sequestei th31r classroom behav;ar (3) campletely
separate children from chei~ school env;rcnment by suSPEﬂslon, Qr (4)
don't dﬂ anyth;nﬁ keeP thnﬁs the way théy are. The faur caurs&s of
aciion are demeanlngAandahurtEul. "The flfth is to apply a humani stlc,

open individualized learning situation for all students.
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